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in vast multitudes during the cold season, and this year (1871), 
up to the first week in April, a whole month later than is men- 
tioned by Dr. Jerdon. 

Golumba intermedia. The blue rock-pigeon. 

Turtur Gambayensis. The little brown dove. Very abundant 
and tame, building its nest sometimes on the verandah within 
reach of the hand. 

Turtur Suratensis. The Spotted Dove. Occasional. Very 
beautiful. 

Turtur risoria. The common ring-dove. Very abundant.. 
This is a very widely distributed species. It is one of the three 
common doves of Palestine, and is found in Asia Minor, and even 
in European Turkey and Northern Africa. It has also been intro- 
duced into New Zealand.* 

Ortygomis Ponticeianra. The gray partridge. Often seen in 
small companies about the hedges. 

Anthropoides virgo. The demoiselle crane. A very common 
and beautiful sight in the cold season is a flock of these magnificent 
birds flying overhead. They are generally in a straight or wedge- 
shaped line, and sometimes form a double line. They usually num- 
ber from twenty-five to a hundred in a flock, but they sometimes 
appear in astonishing numbers. Occasionally, too, they rise to an 
immense height, so as hardly to be visible, or even to disappear 
behind the clouds. During the day they sit in the sandy beds of 
rivers, but they are very shy and difficult to approach. 
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Scientific Record, f — We are glad to see that the admirably 
edited "Scientific Intelligence" which the Messrs. Harper have 
been publishing of late in their Weekly and Monthly has been put 

* I have observed a very curious* habit of this bird which I never saw noticed in any 
published account. A sudden shower of rain was one day falling after some weeks of 
dry weather. On going to my verandah I saw, not far off, numbers of these birds lying 
upon the ground, mostly upon one side, with the opposite wing spread and bent as far 
as possible over the back. I watched them for some time and found that their object 
was evidently to cool themselves by allowing the large raindrops to fall upon the thinly 
clad portions of the body uDder the wing. 

t Annual Record of Science and Industry for 1871. Edited by Spencer F. Baikd. 
with the assistance of eminent men of science. New York ; Harper and Bros. 1872. 
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in more permanent and accessible form, with the addition of a 
good deal of matter, original and compiled, which was not suitable 
for the columns of a popular periodical. Professor Baird, of 
course, needs no introduction to the readers of the Naturalist, 
nor is any endorsement of the quality of work he offers, required ; 
we may simply say that in points of perspicacity, comprehensive- 
ness and thorough reliability, the present volume matches former 
ones from the same high source. Those who have not seen the 
" Record," may be interested to know that it is a digested and me- 
thodically arranged abstract of the leading scientific discoveries of 
the past year, representing the cream of current literature in 
Science and Industry. It will prove an extremely useful and con- 
venient handbook to all who desire a general knowledge of what 
is going on in the scientific world, and recommends itself particu- 
larly to the large class whose tastes have made them readers and 
friends of the Naturalist. — E. C. 

The Boston Society's Ornithological Catalogue.* — We are 
informed by Prof. Hyatt that "a catalogue of the birds in the pos- 
session of this Society is here begun" — a statement alone suffi- 
ciently interesting ; and after a particularly thorough examination 
Of the first number, it is the more gratifying to learn that "simi- 
lar series of observations upon the genera and species will be pub- 
lished." The value of even a bare museum catalogue is appre- 
ciated by working ornithologists ; and how very important this 
class of work may be made, is shown by the position that Schlegel's 
work on the Leyden museum has taken. With a due sense of what 
is implied in the remark, we judge that if Prof. Hyatt continues to 
work in the same vein, the Society's "Catalogue" will compare 
favorably with the one just mentioned. It is true that we recog- 
nize, by many tokens, a hand unaccustomed to work in this partic- 
ular department, but it is equally true that we find the subject 
adequately and successfully treated ; it receives a fresh and vigo- 
rous touch bringing out some points that have not hitherto received 
due attention. The author shows plainly the qualities of the 
trained naturalist, which have distinguished him in his own spec- 
ialties. The specific determinations, to which we assent in every 
instance, are the same, for the nine species in the collection, as 

* Catalogue of the Ornithological collection in the Museum of the Society. I. Sphe- 
niscidce. By Alpheus Hyatt. 1871. 



